
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box USO 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3- 1 450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/648,543 


08/26/2003 


Marsha Lederfeind 


LEDER101 


4469 



7590 



07/28/2005 



26833 

ROBERT S. SMITH 

1131-0 TOLLAND TURNPIKE 

SUITE 306 

MANCHESTER, CT 06040 



EXAMINER 



DONNELLY, JEROME W 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3764 

DATE MAILED: 07/28/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



O/f/pp Art inn ^tjmmarx/ 


Application No. 

10/648,543 


Applicant(s) 
LEDERFEIND, MARSHA 


Examiner 

Jerome W. Donnelly 


Art Unit 

3764 





- 77ie MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

MO NTH (S) FROM 




A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Meranto. 
Meranto discloses a devices having pocket belt ends fastening means on first and second 

ends as claimed. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Meranto. 
Meranto discloses a device having a pocket. The pocket of Meranto however is not 

shown on the outside of the belt. The examiner however notes that to reposition the pocket of 
Meranto on the outside of his belt would have been an obvious alternate location so as to allow 
the user of the device quicker access to the pocket. 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 15-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Meranto in 
view of Quinones. 

Meranto discloses the device of claims 15-20 substantially as claims absent a central 
coaxial bore within said plurality of weights. 

Quinones discloses weights having bores as claimed, (see figs. 5 A and B). 

Given the above teaching the examiner notes that it would have been obvious to provide 
weight means for altering the weight resistance provided to the belt of Meranto having bores 
therethrough in view of the weights of Quinones. 

7. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Meranto in view 
of Wilkinson. 

The examiner notes that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
provide exercise means such as elements 20, 25, 26, 28 and 30 of Wilkinson on the device of 
Meranto as a means of enhancing the use of Meranto. The claim language of claim 13 and a 
claimed loop would thereby be met with the addition of an element such as element 20 of 
Wilkinson. 

8. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Meranto in view 
of Wilkinson and Mason. 

The examiner notes the Meranto in view of Wilkinson discloses the device of claim 14 
substantially as claimed absent the teaching of a reflective strip. Gottschall teaches 
reflective surfaces (see abstract). Given the above teaching the examiner notes that it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide a reflective strip of 
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coating on the device of Meranto in view of Wilkinson for the purpose of making the user 

of the device more visible when wearing said device. 
9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Note the overall device of Winston, Chang and Mason. 
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